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2.
Define habitat


a.
The natural abode or locality of a plant or animal.


b.
Home range is synonymous for habitat when referring to 



animals.

3.
Home range


a.
Whitetail home range has been and is the subject of 



considerable research.


b.
Latest findings indicate that whitetails in good habitat 



generally stay within a 300-acre range.


c.
This range changes throughout the year.



(1)
Home ranges are generally smaller in the winter and 




largest in the mid-summer.



(2)
In addition, heavy hunting pressure or free-ranging 




dogs may force whitetails outside their normal home 




ranges.

4.
Habitat requirements


a.
Whitetails prefer wooded areas, especially hardwoods, 



with lots of borders or edges created by natural breaks 



between vegetative types or by fields or small clear-cuts.


2.
E.O. 1.1


Ref: Whitetail Hunter's Training Manual, NAVEDTRA 


00000, pages 1-1 through 1-54.
3.
E.O. 1.1


b.
Display transparency 1-1-1.

4.
E.O. 1.2



b.
This is referred to as the "edge-effect" by biologists.


c.
Wooded areas also provide cover and bedding areas.


d.
Good habitat must also provide whitetails with food and 



water.


e.
The presence of cover, food and water is referred to as 



the "habitat relationship" and all three elements must be 



present to support whitetails.

5.
Whitetail food


a.
The foods and feeding habits of whitetails vary from one 



area to another and from season to season.  What they eat 



is based on what is available within their home range and 



is an instinctive search for the nutrients required for 



growth, lactation, reproduction, antler development, and 



to maintain body heat and strength.


b.
Whitetails are known to eat over 600 species of plants.  



They consume five to eight of food per day for each 100 



pounds of weight.


c.
Nuts



(1)
Whitetails feed heavily on acorns, commonly 




referred to as "mast."  Acorns are low in protein but 




high in carbohydrates, the best source of energy.




5.
E.O. 1.3




(2)
Whitetails seem to prefer the sweet-tasting white oak 




acorn over the more tangy red oak acorns,  For this 




reason, hunters should be able to distinguish between 




the two.




(a)
White oak:  This group includes bur oak, post 





oak, overcup oak, and white oak.  The leaves 





have rounded, smooth lobes.  The bark is gray 





to almost white and scaly.  The acorns are sweet 





to the taste and the inner surface of the shell is 





smooth.




(b)
Red oak:  Also referred to as black oak; includes 





scarlet oak, pin oak, scrub oak, red oak and 





black oak.  The leaves have pointed lobes tipped 





with bristles or sharp spines.  The bark is dark 





and furrowed.  Acorns are bitter and the inside 





of the shell is "hairy."




(c)
Additionally, white oak acorns are larger when 





compared to red oak acorns.


d.
Herbaceous plants



(1)
Non-woody, or herbaceous, plants are extremely 




important to whitetails in the fall.  Herbaceous plants 




are broad leafed species including grasses, sedges, 




and various legumes, asters, and ferns.  These plants 







(a)
Display transparency 1-1-2.




(b)
Display transparency 1-1-3.



(1)
Refer to pgs. 1-13 through 1-16 in Whitetail Hunter's 



Training Manual.





often emerge in profusion following a forest fire or 




state sanctioned select burning.  Also, these plants 




thrive along roads, forest openings, power line 




corridors, field edges, and fallow fields.


e.
Woody plants



(1)
Whitetails eat the leaves and flowering portions of 




woody plants throughout the growing season.  After 




the leaf fall, the dormant plants offer little nutrition 




for whitetails.  They turn to woody stems and twigs, 




called "browse."  




(a)
The list of woody plants would be several pages 





long; here is a sampling from different regions:





Northern: Maples, dogwood, aspen, 





blueberries, honeysuckle, yew, and ground 





hemlock





Southern: Greenbriar, poison ivy, black gum, 





honeysuckle, and dogwood.





Western:  Sumac, wild plum, bearberry, buck 





bush, poplar, and choke cherry.




f.
Mushrooms



(1)
Highly nutritious fungi help to compensate for 




nutrient deficiencies in other foods.  Many species 




that are deadly to man are apparently harmless to




whitetails.


g.
Agricultural crops



(1)
Clover, alfalfa, corn, winter wheat, oats, soybeans, 




peas, sweet potatoes, and apples are only a few of 




the many crops that attract whitetails.  Farm crops 




are especially important after the acorns are all 




consumed and often the only winter foods available.


h.
Water



(1)
Water requirements depend on the season.  In winter, 




whitetails usually require about 1.5 quarts of water 




for every 100 pounds of body weight.  In summer, 




this ratio becomes 3 quarts to every 100 pounds.




(a)
Whitetails usually obtain their water directly 





from their diet and supplement the balance from 





natural sources.




(b)
In the winter, they can meet their needs from 





eating snow or licking ice.





6.
Cover


a.
Cover is defined as areas with thick undergrowth 



allowing whitetails areas to move about with little chance 



of detection.


b.
Whitetails need cover to elude predators, including 



hunters.  In most regions, heavy cover will be 



crisscrossed with trails allowing whitetails numerous 



avenues to travel nearly undetectable.


c.
Cover is also important as protection against the 



elements.  It is in deep, or heavy, cover that whitetails 



bed, spawn and rear their young, and spend the majority 



of their time.

7.
Impact of Human Encroachment


a.
With humankind constantly growing in population, we 



have expanded our towns and cities thus devouring more 



and more wildlife habitats.


b.
As habitat dwindles, wildlife either dies off, moves away, 



or adapts to a new habitat.


c.
Very few species has been able to adapt as well as the 



whitetail.  This hardy animal adapted so well to its new 



environment that those whitetails living in the very 



shadow of civilization have been given a name by 



wildlife biologists . . . urban whitetails.


6.
E.O. 1.4


b.
Display transparency 1-1-4.

7.
E.O. 1.5


d.
Urban whitetails live well within the "city limits" as 



opposed to rural, or "wild", whitetails which dwell in the 



remote areas of the landscape.  They use the sparse cover 



of wood lots, parks, wooded highway medians, right of 



ways, and private estates as their home range.


e.
Their presence is considered a blessing by some people 



and a dangerous nuisance by others.  Numerous auto-



whitetail accidents occur annually; and, in fact, the 



numbers are rising yearly.


f.
In most areas, their food supply includes orchards,



vegetable gardens, flower beds, and the shrubs and 



greenery we use in our landscape beautification.


g.
Unlike assumed by many, human encroachment has not 



destroyed the whitetail herd; according to biologists, it 



has aided the whitetail in its proliferation. 

8.
Summary and Review


a.
Whitetail Habitat


b.
Whitetail Foods


c.
Cover


d.
Human Encroachment





e.
Refer to pgs. 1-25 through 1-30 in Whitetail Hunter's 



Training Manual.


9.
Assignment


a.
Read Whitetail Hunter's Training Manual, NAVEDTRA 



00000, August 1998, Chapter 1, pages 1-1 through 1-54.
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